
Potluck Fellowship Meal                                                               
Wednesday, April 27, at 5:00 p.m.                                        

Come share in some great food and fellowship!                                                  
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I heard the sound in the distance.  I questioned, “Is that what I thought it 
was?”  Within in a few minutes, my answer was confirmed.  Yes, it was 
a thunderstorm on this cool late winter night.  I made sure to button 
down the hatches and held on!  How bad and how long will this storm 
be?  How much damage will there be this time?  My mind was racing as 
I listened to the rain and wind against the house.  We survived, and what 
I thought could have brought much more destruction for us just brought 
wind and some much needed rain accompanied by a few claps of 
thunder.  It could have been so much more! 
 

My mind has been wandering a lot since the last storm.  I’ve been 
thinking about the storms we are facing on a personal level.  I began to 
think about so many of you and about the storms you are facing and 
fighting against.  My list included some of these but in no way was it 
complete.  I thought about the storms of our own personal health needs 
including the health and physical issues we are fighting.  I thought 
abought the struggles you face in caring for yourselves and for your 
family members.  How much more can you do?  Or face?  I thought 
about the issues of just wanting someone else to care.  There is so much 
more so many of you are facing.  So, how can we make it through all the 
storms of life together? 
 

First, we can strengthen our relationship with our Lord through our 
prayer time and life.  We can be willing to share our needs for help and 
support with each other.  I promise you that I want to hear your needs 
and support you through whatever you are facing.  Others of this 
congregation are willing to support and help you, too.  As I spoke about 
during a recent prayer meeting, we all need friends in our lives much 
more than we are willing to admit!  What kind of a friend are you? 
 

Second and foremost, we can claim the promises of God’s Word.  We all 
can recite the 23rd Psalm.  I especially recall the 4th verse where the 
Psalmist writes in my paraphrased version, “He walks with us through 
whatever valley we face!”  May we never forget that we are not alone in 
our storms of life.  May we be there for each other. 
 

Hope to see you Sunday!  Your friend and pastor… 
 
 Grady 
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Easter Sunrise Service/ 
Flowering of the Cross               

Sunday, April 17, at 7:00 a.m. 
Breakfast will follow.  

The Sewing Ladies                                                                                     
Wednesday, April 13 & 27, at                                             

10:00 a.m. in the Holcomb Center   

Adult Game Night                                                                         
Tuesday, April 26, at 6:00 p.m. 

 in the Family Life Center   

Children’s Mission Day (Grades 1-6) 

Saturday, April 23, at 10:00 a.m.                                                                                            

at Mt. Airy Baptist Church 

Maundy Thursday Service 
Thursday, April 14, at 6:00 p.m. 



From Your Bible Study Director 
 
It’s already 10:00 in the morning.  I am wide awake and sitting up -            
although still in bed.  I should get up and mop the floor.  I should get up  
and cook something.  I should get up and just get dressed.  And I have  
nothing on my calendar to do.  No doctor appointments.  No committee 
meetings.  Not even a zoom meeting.  But from here, I have a good view 
out our bedroom window.   
 

We live in what’s called a “patio home.”  It’s sorta like a condo laying on 
it’s side.  There are 3 houses connected to each other by garages and the one 
on the end is ours.  Behind us is just an itsy bitsy piece of land that slopes 
steeply to a creek.  On the other side of the creek, the 3 houses share a          
larger piece of wooded land that also slopes steeply to that creek.  One of 
our neighbors has cleared off most of the land under the trees.  He seems to 
be out there raking and snipping away at stuff every day.  It’s really a 
peaceful view.  That spot of land is green.  The sun is shining through the 
trees.  The Bradford pear tree at the end has budded into a mass of white 
blossoms.  The cats are stretched out in the sun.  And then on the edge of 
the creek, there’s this one lone bright yellow daffodil.   
 

Now, I admit I get caught up in the troubles of the world.  There’s a war 
going on in Europe.  I have significant health issues.  We have friends who 
are having a hard time.  We have a wonderful granddaughter faced with the 
consequences of some bad choices.  Both of our sons have work stresses.  
Camp Hawkins is struggling to find staff in order to reopen.   CBC has  
challenges as we try to develop a ministry to young families.  Life is not 
perfect.   
 

But just stop and think about how blessed we are to celebrate a beautiful 
spring day.  That one little yellow flower just screams that there is joy to be 
found.  There is hope.  The Easter of the Empty Tomb is coming.  I hope 
you find a daffodil today.  When you do, smile and thank God.  We  not 
only serve a God who creates amazing beauty, but we serve a God who 
loves us so very much that he sent Christ to die on a cross then   defeat 
death.  The troubles of this world will fade away, but the love of God, the 
work on the cross, and His victory from the tomb will last forever. 
 

Come serve with us. 
 

Carol 

♫  From Your Music Minister  ♫ 
 
As we have looked in depth at the Ten Commandments, given to us by God 
through Moses, consider the questions of Psalm 24:3.  Who may ascend the 
mountain of the Lord?  Who may stand in his holy place? 
 

The answer to those questions was written in this scripture chorus from 
Psalm 24:4-6, Give Us Clean Hands by Charlie Hall, which was also sung 
for generations by the Israelites. 
 

We bow our hearts, We bend our knees; O Spirit come make us humble. 
We turn our eyes From evil things; O Lord we cast down our idols. 

So give us clean hands, And give us pure hearts; Let us not lift our souls to another. 
O God let us be A generation that seeks, Who seeks Your face, O God of Jacob. 

 

When we sing or pray to give us clean hands, we are asking the spirit’s 
leadership in all of our actions.  But, those actions must come from a pure 
heart that focuses on our Heavenly Father and our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
 

Psalm 24:4-6 states, “The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,           
who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god.  They will receive 
blessing from the Lord and vindication from God their Savior.  Such is the 
generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, God of Jacob. 

 

Only the one with clean hands and a pure heart can ascend the hill of         
the Lord and stand in His holy place. The one who is standing on God’s 
holy hill is not doing so because he does good things; he is there because of 
his purity and holiness.  If we are to stand on God’s holy hill, we must act 
accordingly—with clean hands . . . and a pure heart—we must be clean  
inwardly as well as in our outward actions.  We can only truly have clean 
hands when Jesus has first given us a pure heart.  
 

Curt 

Men’s Bible Study 
Tuesday, April 5 & 12, 12:00-1:00 p.m.                                                       

in the Family Life Center. 

CARING Through CHRIST Support Group 
Monday, April  11, at 6:00 p.m.                                         

in the Outreach Center  

Area Vacation Bible School Clinic 
Saturday, April 9, at 9:00 a.m. at Mt. Airy                          
Baptist Church.  If you would like to attend,                   
please contact the church office by April 4.  

Women on Missions 

Tuesday, April 12, at 6:00 p.m.                                               

in the Family Life Center  


